Appl. No. 10/756,] 73 

Anidt. dated September 22, 2007 

fteply to Office Action of March 26, 2007 



LATE NT 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of mm will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims m the application : 
Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-3 (Canceled) 

4. (Currently amended) A method for removing hair from a patients skin, 
said method comprising: 

scanning an acoustic transducer over the skin surface to identify depths and 
locations of #te a plurality of hair follicles beneath the skin; and 

tt anscutaneously focusing high intensity acoustic energy at the fjepihs and 
locations of at least some of the identified hair mllicles fM4Mfrto^rfi^ 

5. (Original) A method as in claim 4, wherein the high intensity acoustic 
energy is transeutaneousty focused from an acoustic transducer. 

6. (Original) A method as in claim 5, wherein a single acoustic transducer is 
used both to scan for the hair follicle locations and to deliver the focused high intensity acoustic 
energy. 

7. (Original) A method as in claim 5, wherein mfforent acoustic transdueers 
are used for scanning for the hair follicle locations and for deli vering foe focus high intensity 
acoustic energy. 

8. (Currently amended) A method for removing hair from a patient's skin, 
said method comprising: 

immobilizing a transducer platform over a target area of the patient's skin; 



Fage 3 of 10 



Amdi, dated %£tember 2 1, 2007 PATF.N j. 

Reply to Qftlce Action of Ivtodi 26, 2007 

scanning an acoustic transducer amsr the skin to determine depths and the 
locations beneath the skin of a plurali ty ,gf hair follicles relative to the immohilized mfthife^ 
transducer p i atforni; 

selecting individual ha ir follicles to fag ablated from the plurality ofiim«r-d hair 

follicles; 

positioning an acoustic transducer over the skin at at least some of the determined 
depths and leeations relative to the immobilized platform; and 

transcutaneous ly focusing high intensity acoustic energy at said dentils and 
fec^ons_gf{te positioned acoustjc transdncer, 

% (Original) A method as in claim 8 wherein scanning comprises 
mechanically advancing the transducer in X- and ^directions oyer an imaging plane to Mown 
coordinates. 

10. (Original) A method as ih claim 9, wherein positioning comprises 
mechanically advancing the transducer^ 

Claim 1 1 (Canceled) 

12. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 4 or 8{|1 1 j ] , wherein focusing 
aeh*ts*i«g~the depth of jiighjntgnsit fec«s-comprises translating the positioned a 
transducer along a vertical line. 

13. CCutTently amended) A method as in^^c 
the depth of mens comprises adjusting ^ 

transduce r. 

14. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 4 or 8 1111)}, wherein adjusting 
the depth of focus comprises co ntrolling the operation of a phased array transducer. 
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15. (Currently amended) A method as in claim £{I,j } 4 ; or 8, wherein the high 
intensity acoustic energy is focused at a depth beneath the skin from I mm to 6 mm 
and at a width m me range Jrom OA mm to 0.3 mm, 

16. (Original) A method as in claim 15, wherein the high mtensity acoustte 
energy is delivered under conditions selected to raise the temperature at the hair foll icle to at 
least 5(f'C for a time of at least 0. 1 sec. 

17. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 16, wherein the hi ^h intensity 
acoustic afeJati¥e-energy is delivered in an amount from 0.1 J to 10 J to the eaefe-hair follicle. 

1 8. (Qri ginal) A method as in claims 4 or 8, further com prising producing an 
im age o f the scanned hair follicl e locations. 

19. (Currently amended) A method as in claim IS, further comprising 
designating which of the hair foll icles for which locations have been scanned are md4o he 
ablated. 

20. (Currently amended) A system for hair removal, said system comprising: 
a transducer selectively operable to image hair follicle locations and to 

acousti cal ly ablate hair foll icles at said imaged location s 

means for tracking ajjojitfoji ^ skin 

surface; and 

a controller for acquiring image data from the transducer including the depth and 
jocajion of each hair folhcle and for directing high intensity acoustic energy to foe depths and 
locations of selected ones of the imaged hair follicles. 

'2 I ; (Original) A system as in claim 20. wherein the tracking m cans 

comprises: 

a transducer platform adapted to be engaged against the patient's skin; and 
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a drive sptem for advaricmg the transducer oyer a planar region defined by the 
platform, wherein the position of the transducer can he both selected arid recorded. 

22, (Garreiitly attended} A system as hi claim 21, wherein the drive system is 
a an X~Y motion positioner, 

23, (Original) A system as in claim 22, wherdn^^ 
repeatahle to +/- 0.01 mm. 

24, (Currently amended) A systeni as in claim [[1,}J 4* of 8 y wtein the high 

fanga from 1 mm to 6 mm 

and at a. width in the range fbiii 0.1 mm to Q3 mm. 

25, |Griginal) A system as in claim 24, wherein the high intensity aeoustie 
energy is delivered under conditions selected to raise the teipperatiire at the hair Fo Hide to at 
least 50°G for a time of at least 0.1 sec 

26, (Qrigi A system as in claim 24, wherein the ablative energy is 
delivered in an amonnt irom 0.1 J to 10 J to eaeh hair follicle, 

27, ^Original) A system as in claim 20, further comprising^ 
pro vid es a visual depiction of the hair Iblliele locations, 

28- (Original) A system as in claim 27, further eomprising means for a user to 
designate which of the hair follieles in the visual depiction are to be ablated . 
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